
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

IN AND FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

KEITH A. JAMES,     CASE NO:  

 

Plaintiff,  

v  

 

RODNEY BRIAN MAYO, WENDY  

SARTORY LINK AS PALM BEACH COUNTY  

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS, and the CITY 

WEST PALM BEACH, 
  

            Defendants. 

______________________________________/ 

 

MOTION TO SET EMERGENCY HEARING ON  

PLAINTIFF’S REQUEST FOR A TEMPORARY INJUNCTION 
 

COMES NOW the Plaintiff, KEITH A. JAMES (“JAMES”), by and through his 

undersigned attorney, and moves the Court to set an emergency hearing on Plaintiff’s request for 

the entry of a temporary injunction prohibiting Defendant WENDY SARTORY LINK AS PALM 

BEACH COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS (“LINK”) from taking any official action 

with regard to the “candidacy” of Defendant RODNEY BRIAN MAYO (“MAYO”) for the 

position of Mayor of the City of West Palm Beach; to prohibit MAYO from campaigning for the 

position of Mayor of the City of West Palm Beach; and prohibiting the CITY OF WEST PALM 

BEACH (“THE CITY”) from treating MAYO as a candidate of the position of Mayor of THE 

CITY in the election scheduled for March 14, 2023, and as grounds therefore would state as 

follows: 

1. This litigation seeks a Declaratory Judgment as well as temporary and permanent 

injunctions pursuant to Chapter 86, Florida Statute adjudicating the fact that MAYO does not 

qualify to be a candidate for the position of Mayor of the City of West Palm Beach and to enjoin  
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MAYO from campaigning for this position.  The litigation also seeks the entry of injunctions 

prohibiting LINK and THE CITY from taking any official action with regard to MAYO’s 

candidacy for the office of Mayor. 

2. Pursuant to Section 2.01 of the City of West Palm Beach Code of Ordinances, a 

candidate for Mayor must have “…continually resided in the city during the six-month period 

immediately prior to the date of election.” A copy of this Section is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

3. JAMES is presently a candidate of the position of Mayor, is presently the Mayor of 

THE CITY, and has met all of the prerequisites to qualify for re-election to this office. 

4. As is set forth in the Complaint which has just been filed, a copy of which is 

attached hereto as Exhibit B and is incorporated herein by reference, although MAYO has not 

resided in THE CITY for a period of six (6) months prior to the election which is presently set for 

March 14, 2023, he has misrepresented that he has satisfied this residency requirement and has 

improperly registered as a candidate for Mayor. 

5.         Should MAYO continue to campaign for this position when he is not qualified to 

do so, and if LINK and THE CITY continue to treat MAYO as a legitimate candidate, JAMES 

will suffer irreparable harm since there will be confusion on the part of the electorate as to whether 

or not MAYO is a legitimate candidate which will not be capable of being avoided or remedied. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff KEITH A. JAMES moves the Court for the entry of an Order 

setting an emergency hearing on his request for a Temporary Injunction as soon as possible and 

for whatever other relief is appropriate.   

Respectfully submitted, 

FISHER POTTER HODAS, PLLC 

     515 North Flagler Drive, Suite 800 

     West Palm Beach, FL 33401 

     Tel:  (561) 832-1005 

      Facsimile: (561) 820-9375 
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By: /s/ Gerald F. Richman 

GERALD F. RICHMAN 

Florida Bar No. 66457 

gerry@fphlegal.com;  

eservice@FPHlegal.com 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of foregoing document was served 

by process service on this  5th   day of December, 2022 to: Rodney Brian Mayo, 520 Clematis 

Street, Apt 1, West Palm Beach, FL 33401 and 6171 Pine Dr., Lantana, FL 33462 ; Wendy 

Sartory Link Supervisor of Elections of Palm Beach County, 240 South Military Trail, West Palm 

Beach, FL 33415; Hazel Carson, City Clerk, City of Wes Palm Beach, 401 Clematis Street, West 

Palm Beach, FL 33401. 

By: /s/ Gerald F. Richman 

GERALD F. RICHMAN 

Florida Bar No. 66457 

gerry@fphlegal.com 
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Se c. 2.01. - Cit y com m iss ion ; d is t r ict  b ou n d a r ie s  e s t a b lish e d  fo r  r e s id e n cy t o  

q u a lify fo r  ca n d id a cy; r e a p p o in t m e n t . 

SHARE LINK TO SECTIONPRINT SECTIONDOWNLOAD (DOCX) OF SECTIONSEMAIL 

SECTIONCOMPARE VERSIONS 

The  city com m ission  sha ll consis t o f five  (5) city com m issione rs an d  a  m ayor who a re  e lected  

a t-la rge  on  a  non pa rtisan  ba sis . Each  city com m issione r sha ll be  a  q ua lified  e lector o f the  city 

and  sha ll be  a  residen t of the  d is trict from  wh ich  he  or she  is  e lected . The  m ayor sha ll be  a  

qua lified  e lector o f the  city and  m ay re side  in  any d is trict with in  th e  city. City com m issione rs  

and  the  m ayor sh a ll be  e lected  b y a  citywide  vo te . The  bounda ry fo r e ach  of the  five  (5) 

d is tricts  for the  o ffice  of city com m issioner is  de scribed  in  Append ix B of th is  Charte r. The  

d is trict bounda ries  m ay change  by anne xa tion , con traction  and  reapp ortionm en t in  

accordance  with  th is charte r. 

A cand ida te  fo r the  office  o f m ayor sha ll have  con tinuously re sided  in  the  city du ring the  s ix-

m on th  period  im m ed ia te ly p rio r to  the  da te  of e lection . A cand ida te  fo r the  office  o f city 

com m issioner sha ll have  con tinuously resided  du ring the  s ix-m on th  p eriod  im m edia te ly p rior 

to  the  da te  of e lection  in  the  respective  d is trict from  wh ich  the  cand ida te  seeks to  qu a lify for 

e lection . The  city com m ission  by ord inance  m ay p rovide  fo r evid ence  accep tab le  to  e stab lish  

dom icile  o r lega l re s idence . 

The  m ayor sha ll re s ide  con tinuously in  the  city du ring the  m ayor's  te rm  of o ffice . Each  city 

com m issioner sha ll res ide  con tinuously during the  com m issioner 's  te rm  of office  in  the  

d is trict from  wh ich  the  com m issione r was e lected . 

The  d is trict boundarie s sha ll be  reapportioned  eve ry ten  (10) years ba sed  upon  the  o fficia l 

Florida  Sta te  and  Fede ra l Census. The  city com m ission  sha ll adop t an  ord inance  con ta in ing 

the  reapportionm ent with in  s ix (6) m onths of the  da te  o f o fficia l p ub lica tion  o f the  m ost 

re cen t o fficia l Florida  Sta te  and  Fed e ra l Census. 

District bounda ries  sha ll be  reapportioned  to  crea te  d istricts o f nea rly equa l popu la tion . 

Districts  sha ll be  a rranged  in  a  logica l and  com pact geographic pa tte rn  and  sha ll p rom ote  fa ir 

repre sen ta tion . Se rvice  b ounda ries  o f p ub lic facilit ie s  sha ll b e  conside red . 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

IN AND FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA 

KEITH A. JAMES CASE NO: 

Plaintiff, 

v  

RODNEY BRIAN MAYO, WENDY  

SARTORY LINK AS PALM BEACH COUNTY  

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS, and THE CITY 

OF WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 

/ 

COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY RELIEF AND INJUNCTION 

COMES NOW the Plaintiff, KEITH A. JAMES (“JAMES”), by and through his 

undersigned attorney, and files this Complaint against Defendants RODNEY BRIAN MAYO 

(“MAYO”), WENDY SARTORY LINK AS PALM BEACH COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF 

ELECTIONS (“LINK”), and THE CITY OF WEST PALM BEACH (“THE CITY”) and alleges: 

1. This litigation seeks a Declaratory Judgment as well as temporary, mandatory, and

permanent injunctions pursuant to Chapter 86, Florida Statute adjudicating the fact that MAYO 

does not qualify to be a candidate for the office of Mayor of The City of West Palm Beach, and 

enjoining MAYO, LINK, and THE CITY from taking any further steps in connection with 

MAYO’S candidacy for said position. 

2. At all times material hereto, JAMES is and was over the age of eighteen years, a

resident of West Palm Beach, Palm Beach County, Florida, and is presently the Mayor of THE 

CITY as well as a candidate to retain his position in the upcoming election scheduled to be held 

on March 14, 2023. 

3. At all times material hereto, MAYO is and was over the age of eighteen years of

age and has been a resident of the Town of Lantana, Florida. 
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4. At all times material hereto, LINK is and was over the age of eighteen years and is 

the Supervisor of Elections for Palm Beach County. 

5. At all times material hereto, THE CITY was and is located in Palm Beach County, 

Florida and JAMES is the duly-elected Mayor.  Defendant MAYO is a candidate for the position 

of Mayor of THE CITY, however, as is explained below, he is not qualified to pursue this 

candidacy. 

6. Pursuant to The City’s Ordinance, Section 2.01, a candidate for Mayor of THE 

CITY is required to have continuously resided in THE CITY during the six-month period 

immediately prior to the date of the election and is required to continuously reside in THE CITY 

during the Mayor’s term of office. A copy of this Ordinance is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

7. Since the mayoral election is scheduled to be held on Tuesday, March 14, 2023, 

any candidate who is seeking to be elected to this position is required to have resided in THE CITY 

since approximately September 14, 2023. 

8. On November 14, 2022, MAYO filed an Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and 

Designation of Campaign Depository for Candidates, a Statement of Candidate, a Statement of 

Financial Interests, a Candidate Oath Nonpartisan Office with office of the City Clerk of West 

Palm Beach and indicated his intention to be a candidate for Mayor of THE CITY in the upcoming 

election. Copies of these filings are attached hereto as Composite Exhibit B. 

9. Among the representations MAYO made in connection with these filings, was that 

his residential address was and is 518-520 Clematis St. Apartment 1, West Palm Beach Florida, 

33401.  Implicit in this representation was and is the fact that he has resided at the Clematis Street 

address or at another address in THE CITY as of September 14, 2022, and that he intended to 

reside in THE CITY continuously prior to the date of the election, March 14, 2023. In fact, this 
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statement by MAYO regarding his residence was false; the actual address of his residence as of 

the date of the commencement six-month required pre-election residency period and possibly 

including the date of his filing as a candidate was and is 6171 Pine Drive, Lantana, Florida 33462; 

and he has continued to reside at the Lantana address following his filing. 

10. It is Plaintiff’s position that since MAYO’s residence was in the Town of Lantana 

as of September 14, 2022, at the time of his filing to be a candidate for Mayor of THE CITY on 

November 14, 2022, and thereafter, he would not satisfy the requirement that he continuously be 

a resident of THE CITY for the period of six-months prior to the scheduled election; that the 

address of his “residence” that he stated in the filing was false; and therefore he is disqualified 

from seeking the position of Mayor. 

11. JAMES does not know whether or not LINK is aware of the fact that MAYO cannot 

qualify as a mayoral candidate for THE CITY, and therefore she has been included in this litigation 

to enjoin her from proceeding forward with any steps she might be taking as if MAYO was a 

candidate qualified to seek the office of THE CITY’s Mayor.  Therefore, an injunction should be 

issued which instructs LINK to cease taking any steps which she would normally be undertaking 

as Supervisor of Elections if MAYO was a qualified candidate.   

12. Due to the nature of this litigation and the timing of same as well as the relief which 

JAMES is seeking in this litigation, JAMES lacks an adequate remedy at law.  Therefore, this 

Court should enter temporary and permanent injunctions restraining MAYO from seeking the 

office of Mayor, and LINK from treating MAYO as a legitimate candidate.  

13. Although JAMES is unaware of what measures THE CITY is presently taking with 

regard to the improper candidacy of MAYO for the position of Mayor, THE CITY should likewise 
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be temporarily and permanently enjoined from any actions which would treat MAYO as a 

legitimate candidate. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff KEITH JAMES demands that this Court issue a Declaratory 

Judgment which holds that RODNEY BRIAN MAYO is ineligible to seek election for the position 

of Mayor of The City of West Palm Beach; that this Court issue temporary and permanent 

injunctions requiring that Defendant WENDY SARTORY LINK, AS PALM BEACH COUNTY 

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS halt any steps she would normally be taking assuming that 

RODNEY BRIAN MAYO was a legitimate candidate for Mayor of THE CITY; that THE CITY 

OF WEST PALM BEACH take those steps necessary to halt the improper candidacy of RODNEY 

BRIAN MAYO, and that RODNEY BRYAN MAYO be enjoined from taking any steps to further 

his candidacy.  Plaintiff further requests that this Court award costs, and if appropriate, attorney’s 

fees to the Plaintiff in connection with this litigation. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

FISHER POTTER HODAS, PLLC 

     515 North Flagler Drive, Suite 800 

     West Palm Beach, FL 33401 

     Tel:  (561) 832-1005 

      Facsimile: (561) 820-9375 

     By: /s/ Gerald F. Richman 

    GERALD F. RICHMAN 

    Florida Bar No. 66457 

gerry@fphlegal.com; eservice@FPHlegal.com 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of foregoing document was served 

by process service on this  5th   day of December, 2022 to: Rodney Brian Mayo, 520 Clematis 

Street, Apt 1, West Palm Beach, FL 33401 and 6171 Pine Dr., Lantana, FL 33462 ; Wendy 
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Sartory Link Supervisor of Elections of Palm Beach County, 240 South Military Trail, West Palm 

Beach, FL 33415; Hazel Carson, City Clerk, City of Wes Palm Beach, 401 Clematis Street, West 

Palm Beach, FL 33401.    

      By: /s/ Gerald F. Richman 

     GERALD F. RICHMAN 

     Florida Bar No. 66457 

gerry@fphlegal.com 
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Se c. 2.01. - Cit y com m iss ion ; d is t r ict  b ou n d a r ie s  e s t a b lish e d  fo r  r e s id e n cy t o  

q u a lify fo r  ca n d id a cy; r e a p p o in t m e n t . 

SHARE LINK TO SECTIONPRINT SECTIONDOWNLOAD (DOCX) OF SECTIONSEMAIL 

SECTIONCOMPARE VERSIONS 

The  city com m ission  sha ll consis t o f five  (5) city com m issione rs an d  a  m ayor who a re  e lected  

a t-la rge  on  a  non pa rtisan  ba sis . Each  city com m issione r sha ll be  a  q ua lified  e lector o f the  city 

and  sha ll be  a  residen t of the  d is trict from  wh ich  he  or she  is  e lected . The  m ayor sha ll be  a  

qua lified  e lector o f the  city and  m ay re side  in  any d is trict with in  th e  city. City com m issione rs  

and  the  m ayor sh a ll be  e lected  b y a  citywide  vo te . The  bounda ry fo r e ach  of the  five  (5) 

d is tricts  for the  o ffice  of city com m issioner is  de scribed  in  Append ix B of th is  Charte r. The  

d is trict bounda ries  m ay change  by anne xa tion , con traction  and  reapp ortionm en t in  

accordance  with  th is charte r. 

A cand ida te  fo r the  office  o f m ayor sha ll have  con tinuously re sided  in  the  city du ring the  s ix-

m on th  period  im m ed ia te ly p rio r to  the  da te  of e lection . A cand ida te  fo r the  office  o f city 

com m issioner sha ll have  con tinuously resided  du ring the  s ix-m on th  p eriod  im m edia te ly p rior 

to  the  da te  of e lection  in  the  respective  d is trict from  wh ich  the  cand ida te  seeks to  qu a lify for 

e lection . The  city com m ission  by ord inance  m ay p rovide  fo r evid ence  accep tab le  to  e stab lish  

dom icile  o r lega l re s idence . 

The  m ayor sha ll re s ide  con tinuously in  the  city du ring the  m ayor's  te rm  of o ffice . Each  city 

com m issioner sha ll res ide  con tinuously during the  com m issioner 's  te rm  of office  in  the  

d is trict from  wh ich  the  com m issione r was e lected . 

The  d is trict boundarie s sha ll be  reapportioned  eve ry ten  (10) years ba sed  upon  the  o fficia l 

Florida  Sta te  and  Fede ra l Census. The  city com m ission  sha ll adop t an  ord inance  con ta in ing 

the  reapportionm ent with in  s ix (6) m onths of the  da te  o f o fficia l p ub lica tion  o f the  m ost 

re cen t o fficia l Florida  Sta te  and  Fed e ra l Census. 

District bounda ries  sha ll be  reapportioned  to  crea te  d istricts o f nea rly equa l popu la tion . 

Districts  sha ll be  a rranged  in  a  logica l and  com pact geographic pa tte rn  and  sha ll p rom ote  fa ir 

repre sen ta tion . Se rvice  b ounda ries  o f p ub lic facilit ie s  sha ll b e  conside red . 
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